<<DATE>>

The Honorable X
United States X

X Office Building

Washington, D.C. X
Dear X:

I am writing to urge that in considering President Obama’s proposal to expand and modify the Perkins student loan program you also make sure to preserve the program’s traditional school-based structure and low costs to students.  As a student at <<institution>> I know how important Perkins Loans are to making higher education possible.

For fiscal year 2010, the Obama Administration has taken the welcome step of proposing a major expansion of the Perkins student loan program, calling for these lowest-interest loans to be made to more students at more institutions.  However, I believe that students will be best served by keeping my school involved in operating the expanded Perkins Loan program. 

I also believe that the in-school interest benefit should be retained, so students graduate with less debt.  Perkins Loans accrue no interest while students are in school and for nine months afterwards, a huge advantage.  This interest benefit should continue under the new Perkins Program.  This will help reduce my student debt by up to $5,000.

I urge you to support a Perkins Loan program that is expanded to help more students yet retains the positives of the current Program.  This will best ensure that all students, regardless of their financial standing, have the opportunity to attend college.  

Thank you for your attention, and I look forward to your response.  

Sincerely,

<<IMPORTANT>>

<<Insert name and address>>
